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Some news that’s

encouraging—some
disturbing. Read with February
discernment. Watch 2024

and pray.




Training Christian
Magazine Publishers o

“It felt like a drink of fresh water after a dry
season.” That's how one person described
their experience of attending the Crisis
Publishing Initiative conference in Chicago,
hosted by Magazine Training International
(MTI). MTI is an organization dedicated to
changing lives and making an impact for
Christ by establishing Christian magazines in
underresourced countries.

The goal of MTI is to equip those God
has called to the Christian publishing
ministry, through onsite conferences like
Crisis Publishing Initiative, as well as online
training, video and audio courses, training
manuals, textbooks, and a resource-rich
website (magazinetraining.com).

This training ministry has focused on
warking with Christians in underresourced
countries, often those with little to no
experience in publishing. The participants
are strongly motivated to publish, and they
desire to build the church and reach their
communities for Christ. Publishing is a
complicated business, and MTI develops
the tools and training needed to build and
sustain magazines.

Since MTI’s founding in 1989, thousands
of magazine staff members representing
more than 100 countries have received some
level of training through the more than 100
trainers who have volunteered their time

Recommended Scripture:

and expertise to help Christian magazine
publishers on a global scale. Recently, MTI
launched a new online series, Introduction to
Magazine Publishing. The 20-week series is
broken into three 6- to 8-week online courses.

First in the series is Introduction to
Magazine Management. In the opening
session of the course there were 20 full-
course participants and 12 auditors, with
several countries represented, including
Australia, Burkina  Faso, Cameroon,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana,
India, Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, Uganda, and
the United States.

David Renard, a partner with medialDEAS,
and Francis Ayieko, founder and publisher
of Nairobi-based Christian newspaper The
Shepherd, led this course. It covers the
following topics: building a publishing
model, finding readers in print and online,
distribution and fulfillment, production
fundamentals, funding and sustaining your
publication, conducting audience research,
developing a business strategy, overcoming
the digital publishing hurdle, and digital
marketing.

“This is great stuff” says Gwendolyn
Davies of Wycliffe in the United States. “l have
always dreamed of publishing a magazine
but never had the practical knowledge of how
to do it. Thank you.”

“I'm already being blessed by week one
sessjon,” says Abraham Ogenyi of Agents

Genesis 48:1—49:33 | Matthew 15:29-16:12 | Psalm 20:1-9 | Proverbs 4:20-27

Jesus called out the Pharisees not just for their hypocrisy but also for their deceptive
teaching. These false teachers wrapped their lessons in the trappings of Scripture, but
the result of following their teaching led to empty religion rather than a relationship with

the living God.

Lord, false teachers still claim to speak on your behalf. Protect the young believers in restricted
nations and hostile areas from being deceived. Guard their hearts and minds. Keep their focus

on you and your truth alone. Amen.

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.

NLT

%ﬁ"ﬂlﬂiﬁﬂ i Maﬂvrs vom.org



of Change Network in Nigeria. “l keenly look
forward to subsequent sessions.”

The subsequent Introduction to Magazine
Editing course will be offered April 6 through
May 18, 2024, and will be followed by the
Introduction to Magazine Design course in
the fall of 2024.

Introduction to Magazine Editing will cover
the principles of editorial planning, how
to develop a magazine profile, and how to
work with writers. Participants will learn how
to select, shape, and edit manuscripts and
how to write impactful leads, conclusions,
headlines, and callouts. The trainers
include Jeremy Weber, director of CT Global,
and Esther Nyaga, publishing manager of
Publishing Institute of Africa.
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Introduction to Magazine Design frainers
Lea Greene, publication content manager
and designer for SACONNECTS, and James
Njoroge, artdirectorof Timazi, will discuss how
to design a magazine that draws the readers’
attention, enhances readability, effectively
communicates the magazine’s message,
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and makes a visual impact. Participants will
learn how to design attractive covers, table of
contents, and feature spreads.

Participants in each of the three online
courses will receive a condensed e-book
based on the longer Infroduction to Magazine
Publishing textbook, which is available in
French and English. Those who complete the
series will also receive a softcover edition
of the Introduction to Magazine Publishing
textbook.
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Through these courses, MTI is adopting
modern technology to make their training
even more accessible. As a Crisis Publishing
Initiative conference attendee put it, they will
continue to “revolutionize and accelerate”
Christian magazine publishing around the
world.

Magazine Training International
(magazinetraining.org) received a grant from
Tyndale House Foundation, a grantmaking
organization that partners with Christian
ministries around the world. To learn more,
visit tyndale.foundation.



Ghana: Young Man
Disowned for Becoming
a Christian »

Ghana is a majority-Christian nation, but
animistic beliefs are practiced in some areas.
As a boy, Noah was chosen by his father to
take over as the family’s shaman, responsible
for carrying out occult rituals after his father's
death. Through the witness of Christian
friends, Noah gave his life to Christ. When
his father noticed Noah no longer worshiped
idols, he forced him out of the house, and
Noah had to survive on his own in the jungle
for three days. A Christian family eventually
provided a place for him to live. Noah
visited his father, who told him he would be
disowned if he didn’t return to the family’s
ways. Noah refused to deny his Christian faith
and is no longer in contact with his family.
VOM has helped support the teenager.

Noah asks for prayers that his parents will

also become followers of Chtist.

India: Father and Daughter
injured in Hit-and-Run ¢

Prakash, Sangeetha, and their daughters,
Lavanya (eight) and Shalini (five), belong to
a Hindu community in Karnataka state, India.
Lavanya was born with severe disabilities,
including paralysis, and no medical
treatments helped. The family met a Christian
pastor who shared the gospel with them and
prayed for the child. Lavanya began to recover
and was eventually able to walk; then, the

whole family came to Christ. Prakash shared
their testimaony in the village, and they started
prayer meetings in their house. Early in 2023,
the Hindu radicals of the village wamed
Prakash not to share the gospel. While
Prakash and Lavanya were traveling home on
a bike from a neighboring village, some who
had threatened Prakash followed them in a
vehicle and rammed the bike; both Prakash
and Lavanya were seriously injured. A few
months later, Lavanya died from herinjuries.

Pray for healing for Prakash and comfort
for the family as they grieve Lavanya's
death.

Laos: Christian Threatened
by Village Leaders «

When Kham, a Khmu believerin Laos, planned
a thanksgiving celebration for the new year,
community elders confronted him and gave
him an ultimatum: they forbade him from
worshiping the Christian God and demanded
that he cancelthe celebration. Later, the police
and headman of the village also forbade him
from listening to Christian radio broadcasts
and evangelizing at the risk of being ejected
from the village and otherwise cut off from the
community. Despite all this, Kham stands firm
with God and continues to listen to the Bible
and sermons on an MP3 player provided by
VOM, but his family is afraid because of the
threats.

for Kham and his family,

tinue to seek God
qrtedly in the face of persecution.
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