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Creating Disciples
through Digital Media

in Pakistan o

Emmanuel had his life changed by a movie. It
wasn't a superhero movie at a local theater.
It wasn’t an action-packed movie he streamed
from home. The movie—called Jesus for
Children—was shown to him on a laptop.

Emmanuel is illiterate and jobless due to his
physical disabilities. He never attended school
and lives with a relative in a small, remote
village in Pakistan. Because of his disability,
his life has been full of hardship, stress, and
problems. So much so, Emmanuel didn’t want
to live anymore.

Because of where he lived, it was no
small feat for Emmanuel to see the movie.
The viewing was only made possible

.because of a mobhile field assistant from
3xM International—a ministry committed to
spreading the timeless message of God’s love
and grace through the power of media. Mobile
field assistants take their laptops and make
special trips to small villages like Emmanuel’s
on motorbikes because many of these areas
are inaccessible by car.

Emmanuel’s testimony is a powerful
example of how God can use media to
transform people’s lives. After watching the
movie, Emmanuel said, “Today | came to know
how much Jesus Christ loves me. He died for

Recommended Scripture:
Exodus 12:14-13:16 | Matthew 20:29-21:22 | Psalm 25:16-22 | Proverbs 6:12-15

my sins on the cross. | thought no one cared
about me, but through this movie, | knew that
the Lord loves me. He gives peace, comfort,
and hope in the life of his people. . . . It gave
me new hope to live for the Lord and to share
the Good News to others.”

Emmanuel is not alone. The movie
screenings were part of a larger village media
project coordinated by 3xM International
through an indigenous partner ministry.
Together, they were able to reach more than
15,000 participants through more than 430
film showings and an extended affiliate
training and discipleship project. This project
included a variety of community activities such
as Bible camps for children; Bible studies with
youth groups, women’s groups, men’s groups,
and Sunday school teachers; and training-of-
trainers sessions.

Pakistan is considered to be one of the
hardest to reach places in the world. From
the very beginning of this project, 3xM
International emphasized the importance of
working with their local partner ministry.

“The staff of our local partner ministry
know their culture best and are very
dedicated to sharing the gospel with their
fellow Pakistanis, despite the restrictive and
insecure circumstances,” a 3xM International
representative said. “They are bold Christians
and share our vision to make new disciples.”

Another major initiative of 3xM International

With a word or a touch, Jesus healed lame or blind individuals he encountered in the Temple.
Excited shouts echoed through the courtyard, and crowds quickly gathered. As some shouted
praises to God, a steely-eyed group of men glared in simmering fury: religious leaders who

couldn’t see Jesus for who he is.

Lord, open the eyes of religious leaders in restricted nations and hostile areas who may
know your name but not you. Pierce their darkness with the testimony and faithful lives of my

persecuted Christian family. Amen.

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.
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is to create culturally appropriate content and
effectively distribute that content via social
media channels. They’ve seen incredible
engagement. On Facebook, the page Bright
Side Life has amassed 214,000 followers,
primarily from a Muslim background, showing
.a strong rate of growth and engagement.
Similarly, the page Seeking Jesus Online,
which caters to nominal Christians, has 33,000
followers and is growing even faster.

“The [movie] showings, social media
outreach, and discipleship trainings will
lead to increased engagement with non-
Christians and nominal Christians in Pakistan
and result in strong new disciples who can
constructively take part in church and society,”
a 3xM International rep said. “We feel greatly
encouraged and deeply thankful that we were
successful in reaching this outcome, and that
thousands of Pakistani people were reached
with the gospel for the first time and were
further strengthened in their faith and started
to share their faith with others!”

Between the village project and social
media project, 3xM International counted
5,090 meaningful conversations, 2,797
new disciples, 716 professions of faith, and
378 new disciples brought into Christian
community together through online channels.
They are on their way toward their ambitious
goal—to make one million disciples in Pakistan
by 2030.

“We realize what contributed most to the
success of our project is that it was carried by
prayer. . . . With the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
the support of the ministries’ leadership, hard
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work, dedication, and strategic intentions, we
achieve our goals despite the challenge we are
facing,” the representative said.

3xM International (3xm-intl.org) received
a grant from Tyndale House Foundation,
a grantmaking organization that partners
with Christian ministries around the world.
To learn more, visit tyndale.foundation.

Mexico: Bold Witness

Beaten 40 Times o
Gabriela lives in a rural village in Oaxaca,

Mexico, where members of her Mixteca
community adhere to Christo-paganism, a
syncretistic blend of pagan practices and
Roman Catholicism that is opposed to the
gospel. Because of Gabriela’s boldness in
sharing her faith, she has been attacked by
her neighbors as well as her husband, who is
embarrassed by her commitmentto Christ. She
has been beaten an estimated 4o times and
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has been hospitalized on several occasions.
Despite this opposition, she continues to
make outreach trips into the Mixteca regions of
the mountains of Oaxaca to spread the gospel
where few others can go.

Pray for sirength for Gabriela as she
advances the gospel amid great risk. Pray that
many Mixteca will respond to the gospel and
place their trust in Christ.

Laos: Village Leader Loses

Status »

Sed, the headman of his village and a faithful
Christian, hosted a worship service in his
home. District officials reprimanded him and
gave him an ultimatum: Stop believing in Christ
or lose his position in the village. Sed chose to
follow Christ, telling the authorities, “l will not
recant my faith. | love God because he brings
peace to my family. | rejoice in my God.” He
was immediately forced to sign a resignation
letter, losing the post he had held for 18
years and the income he received from that
position. Villagers have begun to mock him
and threaten his family with being shunned
in the community. Despite this, Sed told a VOM
worker that he felt stronger in his faith. “I do
notregretlosing this income,” he said. “l want
to follow my God and have eternal life.”

Praise God for Sed’s steadfast faith and
pray that his witness will lead others in his
village to trust Christ.

Benin: Destroyed Church
Rebuilt, Reopened «

Benin is considered the birthplace of voodoo,
and the country celebrates National Voodoo
Day on January 10 each year. In a small town
in central Benin, a group of voodooists burned
down a church on Voodoo Day when Christians
refused to honor local idols. Occult practices,
which include worshiping idols, sacrificing
animals, and wearing special talismans to
ward off evil, are widespread. With VOM's help,
the church has been rebuiltand reopened. The
church’s pastor is thankful that the house of
worship is open and that his congregation
has a place to meet. He asks that Christians
pray for more people in the village to be set
free from the bondage of voodoo and that the
congregation will be strengthened regardless
of persecution.

Pray that Christians throughout Benin will
stand firm in their faith amid epposition from
voodooists.

Customer service and subscription number: 1-800-692:9912. Published by Tyndale House Publishers; Debarah King, associate editor. © 2024 The Church
Around the World, vol. 54, no. 9, September z024. The Church Around the World is published monthty by Tyndale House Ministries, 351 Executive Dr., Carol
Stream, IL 60188 Printed in the USA. The Church Around the World is a registered trademark of Tyndale House Ministries. Subscription $16.00 per month
per 100 copies. Canada; $18.00 per 100 per month. Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, © 1096, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale
House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Ministries, Carol Stream, IL 60188, and The Voice of the Martyrs, Bartlesville, OK 74006. All
rights reserved. Sources: vom.org/prayer. All rights reserved. Images @ Unsplash. All rights reserved. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Church

Around the World, Subscription Services, P.O. Box 405, Mt. Marris, IL 61054.




