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Some news that’s

encouraging—some
disturbing. Read with . March
discernment. Watch 2024

and pray.

North Korea: Christian Held in Prison Camp for 14 Years .+
Togo: Militants Threaten to Kidnap Pastor a Second Time . 4) k
Arabian Peninsula: Christian Convert Attacked, Brought to Court v.4) ||
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CASA Advocates for
Children in Court and

inLife o = -
There are 2.6 million children in the United
States growing up in “grandfamilies,”
meaning they are raised by relatives
without their parents in the home. The Court
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) program
is part of a national network of nearly 950
community-based programs that recruit,
train, and support volunteers to advocate for
the best interests of abused and neglected
children in courtrooms and communities.
CASA volunteers serve children and
young adults aged zero to twenty-one who
are experiencing the juvenile court system
due to abuse and neglect. Though CASA
is a national organization, programs are
organized by county. DuPage County in
Illinois proudly provides every abused and
neglected child with a volunteer advocate.
CASA of DuPage County is celebrating more
than 30 years of child advocacy, having
trained more than 1,000 advocates and
serving more than 3,000 children.
Unfortunately, recent years have proven to
be particularly difficult for CASA families in
crisis. Advocates have worked with several
children recently who have lost parents and
guardians due to COVID, opioid addiction, or
suicide, as well as general medical issues.

Recommended Scripture:
Genesis 50:1—Exodus 2:10 | Matthew 16:13-17:9 | Psalm 21:1-13 | Proverbs 5:1-6

Grandparents repeatedly take responsibility
for young children at a time in their
lives when they thought that their child-
rearing responsibilities were done. Prior to
becoming legal guardians, caregivers are
often already challenged to meet their own
daily basic needs. In cases where there is no
grandparent, other surviving family members,
often young adults themselves, are asked to
shoulder a heavy burden by stepping in as
guardian for their younger siblings.

In addition, advocates have increasingly
been asked to speak on behalf of children
where family violence has become normalized.
In three recent cases, children were present
during domestic violence altercations that
escalated to the point where a parent was
murdered with the child present.

The court increasingly relies on CASA to
provide judges with critical information when
making decisions about a child’s placement
that otherwise would be obtained only through
an attorney, whose fees are expected to be
paid by the parties. Because the advocates
are volunteers, this service is provided at no
cost to the courts, the families, or taxpayers.
It ensures that every child will be paired with
an adult who can take legal responsibility
for them as soon as possible. Securing a
guardian for these children can help them
avoid entering the foster care system.

Advocates also meet with and assist

When Mrs. An was arrested in China as-a North Korean defector, she wasn’t yet a Christian, but
she did know how to pray. She’d learned about prayer in anti-Christian propaganda films she’d
seen while still in North Korea. With nothing to lose, Mrs. An asked the Christians’ God to help

her get to South Korea. When that happened, she found Christians whe could teach her to grow

in her faith.

Lord, only you could turn Communist propaganda into an introduction to you. You redeem evil
and use it for your good. How great you are! How mighty and creative! Amen.

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.
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families in connecting with supportive
services, including trauma therapy, and they
help navigate school-related issues. Many
guardians need help getting physical and
mental health care, food and nutrition, legal
services, educational support, housing,
and childcare. They also need assistance
navigating complicated social service
systems, all at a time when they need
emotional support as they deal with family
trauma and stress.

CASA volunteers can provide a lifeline for
children and families in the form of valuable
links to community agencies and referrals
to trusted counterparts that intervene to
break down barriers to accessing services.
Often, the trusted relationship with CASA can
continue long after the court case has closed.

Despite the ongoing need for guardians, it
is always encouraging to see success stories
when it comes time to end the guardianship.
CASA has helped facilitate many celebrations
in families when children were reunited with
their parents and the court was assured that
a guardian was no longer needed.

For example, there were hugs and tears
of joy after Maria (17) and Maya (15) were
successfully reunited with a parent. Their
grandmother said that since their mother
has been sober, she is back to being an
“awesome” mother and her life now revolves
around her daughters. The grandmother also
reported that the girls are very excited about
their mother assuming the role of full-time
caregiver again,
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When CASA asked the children about the
impending move to a new apartment, Maya
quickly said she was excited about it. She
liked the idea that she would be with her
mom again after four years, and she said that
she liked doing things with her mom such
as watching movies and playing games and
cards.

The mom shared that she had become
addicted to painkillers and was unable to
care for her children at the time that the
guardian was appointed. However, she says
that she has overcome her addiction and is
now prepared to be a full-time mom again.
She reported working hard to reestablish
trust and develop appropriate relationships
with her daughters. At the end of the
discussion, the mom became emotional,
stating that she is “overwhelmed and filled
with love” for her daughters. She says she
feels she is “completely capable” now to take
care of them and meet their needs and she
was grateful for the guidance that the family
received from their advocate, Judy.

Even in times where things
hopeless, God continues to move and
support CASA of DuPage County staff,
volunteers, and family members by giving
them the strength to keep moving forward in
their advocacy for children,

CASA of DuPage County (dupagecasa.org)
received a grant from Tyndale House
Foundation, a grantmaking organization
that partners with Christian ministries
around the world. To learn more, visit
tyndale.foundation.
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raiding party contacted the pastor with a
threatening message: “l know where you
are.” The pastor believes the militants plan
to abduct him again, and he asks for prayers
for his safety.

Pray for the safety of this Togolese pastor
and that the militants who have threatened

him will come to know Christ.

North K@ma: Chriﬁziéﬁ
Held in Prison Camp for
14 Years o

In September 2008, one day before 19-year-
old Kyung Jae Kim planned to escape

from North Korea, security forces raided

his home and arrested him. The raid was
part of an operation to gather Christians
who had been carrying the gospel ) . e
secretly into North Korea for many years. Arabian Peninsula: Christian

Kyung Jae Kim’s parents received reports Convert Attacked Br@ught
indicating that their son had been sent i

to a prison camp. Kyung Jae Kim’s father to Court «

has petitioned ceaselessly for the release When Bassam committed his life to Christ,
of his son to no avail, even requesting it enraged his Muslim wife. She couldn’t
aid from the UN and other international believe he had changed his religious beliefs,
organizations. It is estimated that at least as their country of residence is less than 1%
30,000 Christian brothers and sisters are Christian. She immediately kicked him out
imprisoned in North Korea, suffering under of the home and sent family members to
inhumane conditions. attack him; they beat him and burned his

Pray that Keing Jae Kim will be released ang €ar. His wife also filed a legal case against
him. When asked before the judge if he
had truly converted, he said, “Yes, Jesus
is my Lord and Savior.” He was ordered to
Togo: Militanis Threaten keep quiet about his faith, but he cannot.

% e Bassam was scavenging for cans along the
to Kiﬂ?ﬂ&g} Pastor a Second street for money when VOM workers learned

Time & of his situation. Bassam worries about his
Several years ago, a group of militant ability to provide for his needs as retirement
Fulani Muslims based in Burkina Faso approaches and about his children’s future
crossed the border into neighboring Togo, assome of them have also decided to follow
raided numerous villages, and kidnapped a  Jesus.

pastor. The kidnappers eventually released Pray that Bassam's woerries will be replaced
the pastor, and he moved to a different with Christ’s peace and that he wili see God
area. Recently, one member of that Fulani  provide for his o

that the gospel will continue to reach nrany in
North Korea.
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