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Some news that's

encouraging—some
disturbing. Read with e December
discernment, Watch 2023

and pray.




Hope Shines Brighter
through Bolivian Ministry
Development o

Juan Carlos had a dream to open a bookstore
out of his home. A newly launched program
at his local church provided Juan with enough
funds to make purchases for his new venture.
He invested and repaid that first loan, then
applied and was approved for a second loan,
which he used to build more capital and
expand the bookstore. juan was on his way to
making his dream a reality.

Juan's church made microloans available
shortly after participating in a ministry
development program hosted by Bright Hope
International. Bright Hope works to build
the skills and leadership capacity of local
churches so they can be healthy churches,
leading people to Christ and bringing
hope for today, tomorrow, and eternity
to their communities. - The organization
has developed the following indicators to
gauge whether churches are meeting their
objectives:

e Biblically Centered: Church teaching is
Bible based; the congregation has access
to and engages in the Word of God;
church rites, rituals, and practices are
also Bible based.

e Discipleship Focused: The church
is actively investing in the spiritual

growth and development of all its
members, including children, adults,
and leadership.

Healthy Leadership: Leader groups
are trained, well-coordinated, aware of
each other's giftings, and committed
to a clear set of values, vision, and
goals. Pastors and leaders participate
in regular activities that provide them
with accountability and transparency,
including working in teams, and receive
ongoing mentoring and training for
personal growth.

Excellent Stewardship of Church Funds
and Assets: Resources (financial,
material, and people) are managed
effectively with a system and process
in place as part of a transparent
environment. Also, church property is
registered in the name of the church
and there is a clear distinction between
the assets of the church and those of its
leaders.

Effective Wholistic Community Impact:
The church effectively and increasingly
shares the love of Christ utilizing various
church-based ministries and services—
addressing spiritual, physical, and
psychological aspects. This should be
available to all people inthe community
without discrimination or bias.

Recommended Scripture:
Genesis 44:1—45:28 | Matthew 14:13-36 | Psalm 18:37-50 | Proverbs 4:11-13

Hamid had every reason to hate Muslims in his Pakistani village. Villagers bullied him and
harassed his Christian family. Authorities even banned them from the local well during peak
summer heat. But God’'s command was to love his persecutors. With God’s help, Hamid
sees his neighbors as God sees them: people made in God’s image who need a Savior.

Lord, may all persecuted Christians be like Joseph in Genesis and like Hamid, forgiving those who
wrong them. May their persecutors place their trust in you. Amen.

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.
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o |nter—Church/Community Coordination:
The church coordinates and works
together with other churches within the
community and is open to working with
government agencies, local leadership,
and other available local resource
networks.

“We have seen God work through the
ministry development program in seeing
the churches grow and demonstrate these
indicators,” a Bright Hope representative
said. “Not only are people being discipled
and new people coming to know Christ, but
the churches are helping people address
economic and social issues as well. Just as
we so often see when God is at work, the
impacts are many faceted.”

To date, 276 pastors and leaders from 31
churches have participated in the training
program, developing in areas of leadership,
administration, discipleship, stewardship,
community outreach, and mobilizing people.
Bright Hope has seen these newly trained
leaders take back what they've learned
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to their home churches and create new
programs and processes to address issues in
their local communities.

One example is the Gopher Carpentry
Workshop, started by the Adonai Church
of Riberalta. It's a carpentry business that
generates revenue for the church, but
more importantly, it was designed to equip
vulnerable vyouth with valuable career
building skills.

The program Juan Carlos benefited from
is another example. Unfortunately, after
receiving his loan and purchasing materials,
Juan contracted a serious illness requiring
hospitalization. The doctors did what they
could to help him, but the sickness had
already caused irreversible damage to his
body.

While fighting for his life in the hospital,
Juan couldn’t work in his bookstore. The cost
of emergency intervention, hospitalization,
and medication added up fast. And Juan’s
family couldn’t afford the medical bills or
repay his loan. But the pastors and leaders of
his church did not abandon him.

The church mobilized the congregation
using skills learned in the ministry
development program and hosted a gala
dinner to raise money to support Juan and
his family. They formed a prayer chain to pray
continually for his healing. Then, a few days
later, Juan started improving so quickly and
unexpectedly that the doctors marveled at his
mysterious recovery.

After God graciously answered the prayers
of his church, Juan Carlos emerged from

Continued on page 4
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the hospital with a new zeal to serve the
Lord and pursue his dream. As soon as the
doctors cleared him for work, Juan reopened
his bookstore and resumed serving in the
warship ministry. By God’s grace, Juan and his
business are doing well.

This is the large vision and mission behind
Bright Hope’s ministry development program.
Not to just train churches in good business
practices, but to encourage and equip church
leaders to fully demonstrate Christ’s love and
hope to the people in their communities.

Bright Hope International (brighthope.org)
received a grant from Tyndale House Foundation,
a grantmaking organization that partners with
Christian ministries around the world. To learn
more, visit tyndale.foundation.
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Benin: Pastor’s Leg Broken
by Voodooists

Pastor Michel leads a small church in
northern Benin. In September 2021, around
60 voodooists who live in his village arrived
at the church during a service. They broke
down the church door and smashed its
windows. They then ordered the Christians
to stop worshiping and praying. They also
attacked Pastor Michel, breaking his leg.
The voodooists said that if he did not stop
holding church services, they would kill him.
Pastor Michel’s leg never fully healed, and
he requires a crutch for mobility. Because he
can no longer work as a farmer, VOM provided
him with a small mill he uses to grind crops to
support his family.

continued from pe

Pray for Pastor Michel and his church to
have courage as they continue serving Christ
in the face of oppaosition.

iran: lllegal Bibles Change

Lives o
Owning, printing, importing, or distributing
Bibles in Iran is illegal. Since they are so
difficult to obtain, Bibles are treasured by
Iranian believers, and few have their own copy
of God’s Word. Despite the prohibitions and
scarcity, Christians in Iran are working to place
copies of God’s Word into people’s hands.
When they receive a shipment of Bibles, our
I[ranian brothers and sisters hand-deliver
the Bibles, knocking on the doors of people
they don’t know and giving Bibles to anyone
who will accept the gift, sometimes placing
the Bibles in mailboxes. VOM workers have
shared numerous stories of Iranian Muslims
who read the Bible for the first time after
unexpectedly receiving one in their mailbox
and later became followers of Christ.

Pray for the safety of lranian believers who
bravely distribute Bibles and for the salvation
of those who receive them.

India: Surge in Anti-
Christian Violence in
Bastar Region «

In early 2023, hundreds of Christian
brothers and sisters in the Bastar region
of Chhattisgarh state, India, were forced to
leave their villages because of their faith.
Hindu radicals employ a systematic effort
to attack Christians, forcing them from their
homes, assaulting them, and vandalizing
and destroying churches and homes. Hindu
leaders have publicly declared that Christians
are not wanted in the area, and recent anti-
Christian rioting has led to the destruction of
churches and homes.
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