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Training Christian Leaders
in the Philippines »

If you went to college, do you remember what
it was like to purchase your required books?
You visited the campus bookstore, where you
dropped everything you needed into a basket
while checking each item off your list. If you
were in college more recently, maybe you
were able to score a cheaper used copy on
Amazon or eBay. Other than the sticker shock,
it was a fairly easy process, right?

I’s not as easy for students in other parts
of the globe—but the Theological Book
Network (TBN) is on mission to change that.
Working with Christian colleges, universities,
and seminaries in the Majority World, TBN
helps these institutions get access to the
educational resources they need to equip
church leaders.

Since it was founded in 2004, TBN has
shipped over 2.3 million books to 2,200
schools in 9o countries. It's able to do this
through strategic distribution partnerships.
Books have made their way to Zimbabwe
through the Mutare School of Preaching,
to South Africa through George Whitefield
College, and to Colombia through the Biblical
Seminary of Colombia.

The Philippines has been an important
target area for distributing these high-quality
theological resources and building local
libraries. But the process is intense. “We

distribute needs assessment surveys to
each of the key partner schools in order to
ascertain their self-identified needs, library
capacities, and institutional capacities for
library development,” a TBN representative
said. “Each partner was invited to identify
300 key titles for their collections with
additional books added based on existing
network stock. Once the lists are completed
and approved, we procure the books as
needed and prepare them for shipment.”

Beyond serving as locations for students
to reliably get backs, strategic partners such
as the Bible Society of the Philippines play
a critical role in bringing books into these
countries at all. The TBN representative
explained that “in the Philippines, the costs
and red tape associated with importing
books severely restrict the process. As a
general rule, only for-profit companies hold
impart permits, and the costs associated

Recommended Scripture:
Genesis 32:22-31 | Matthew 11:25-30 | Psalm 14:1-7 | Proverbs 3:1-8

Mahad was born into a Somali family in northeastern Kenya. After becoming an imam (an
Islamic teacher), Mzhad met an American missionary who gave him a Bible. Mahad read it and
discovered something he’d not encountered in his religious training: grace. “As a Muslim, you
have to earn your salvation, praying five times a day and fasting during Ramadan. With Jesus itis
grace, only grace,” says Mahad, wha chose to follow Christ.

Lord, free those living in hostile areas and restricted nations from the yoke of their religious
traditions and transform them through knowing Christ. May grace abound! Amen.

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.

@ @“‘Nﬂiﬂe SEHE MaI'WI'S vom.org



with their work are prohibitive for projects
like this one. However, we were eventually
able to develop a partnership with the Bible
Society of the Philippines who assumed
the role of importer for the entirety of these
shipments.”

Once the books arrive at their destinations,
TBN works with even more partners to
help get resources out to students in
need. According to the representative,
“Partnerships with key institutions in the
Philippines were instrumental to the
success of this project. We collaborated with
International Graduate School of Leadership,
Biblical Seminary of the Philippines, and
Koinonia Theological Seminary to identify not
only their own needs, but the likely needs
of smaller regional colleges and seminaries,
These key partners will also serve as the
centers of distribution for the smaller schools,
and through them these critical resources
will reach the hands of Christian leaders
throughout the Philippines.”

With the blessing of an unexpected
increase in donations from publishers,
TBN nearly doubled the initial number of
projected books delivered, with almost
10,000 books among 30 different schools.
“Their initial feedback suggests that the
books will be used frequently by instructors
and students at the schools, local clergy,
and students and faculty from nearby
schools. Biblical Seminary of the Philippines
estimates that these books will be used by
150 local church leaders per month,” the
representative said.
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TBN is warking to increase the total
number of schools that receive books
while partnering with some of the larger
institutions  in  developing longer-term,
comprehensive library development plans.
They are also continuing to gather feedback
from key partners throughout this process,
identifying the increasing need for digital
resources in addition to physical collections.
While Internet costs and reliability can limit
access to these digital materials, the network
is developing creative and sustainable
solutions for this growing trend. In the
representative’s view, this collaboration

is “laying the groundwork for ongoing work
together on behalf of the church in the
Philippines.”

The Theological Book Network received
a grant from Tyndale House Foundation, a
grantmaking organization that pariners with
Christian ministries around the world. To
learn more, visit tyndale.foundation and
theologicalbooknetwork.org.



Pakistan: Shooting in _ -
Christian Settilement
Kills 1, Injures 4 »

One evening, William was sitting outside
his home in a small Christian settlement in
southwest Pakistan while children played
nearby. Two masked men rode by and,
without warning, began shooting. William and
four boys ranging in age from 10 to 16 were
critically injured in the shooting and taken
to the nearest large hospital for treatment.
William later died from his injuries. There is
significant Taliban and separatist violence
in the region, but no group has claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Pray for Christians living in this area fo be

protected from violence.

Nepal: Solitary Christian
Alene No More o

Amar Mandal had been the only Christian in
his village in Nepal. Even though his family
opposes him and he faces rejection by the
community, he is faithful and bold in his
witness. “If | don’t share the gospel with my
villagers, | will be always alone,” he said. “I
am continuously sharing the gospel to other
villagers so that when people come to know
the Lord Jesus, | will have Christian company.”
His prayers have been answered: four people
in his village have come to faith this year
through his witness.

Pray that these new believers will be
* strengthened and will mature in their faith
through listening to the dudio Bibles they
receive, so that they will be bold witnesses
in the community. Pray alse for Amar's wife,
who is struggling under spiritual oppression
and attack.

Niger: From Muslim
Shaman to Evangelist «»

Idrissa had mastered the mystical arts of
his region. He regularly mixed occultic
enchantments with Muslim traditions to cast
spells upon people. But when a Christian
evangelist visited his town and Idrissa tried
to cast an evil spell on him, it had no effect.
“When | encountered the power of Jesus Christ,
| was very surprised to see that this power has
no comparison,” Idrissa said. He later spoke
with the evangelist, who explained the gospel
to him and gave him an audio Bible. God’s
Word transformed Idrissa’s life. “The Lord
Jesus started to change me, and | started to
hate mystical and devilish things, and started
to repent of all the sins | had done,” he
said. He has since learned to read and write,
attended a Bible school, and now serves in
ministry.
Pray that God would continue fo expand
Idrissa’s faith and ministry.
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