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Viva Displays God’s Heart
for Children =

Balloons, puddings,.and fruity drinks. Those
are just some of the special touches that were
a part of the celebration to launch Viva's book
God’s Heart for Children: Practical Theology
from Global Perspectives in 2022.

Jesus is explicit in communicating God’s
heart for children: “lesus said, ‘Let the
children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the
Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are
like these children™ (Matthew 19:14, NLT).

What doesthat look like in the 215t century?
That's what Viva’s book attempts to answer
by exploring the theological implications and
practical realities of ministry with children in
a globalized warld. It’s a vibrant resource that
includes practitioner contributions and case
studies that reflect the issues children at risk
face today. It has a highly diverse authorship
with 27 contributors from 21 countries and is
written for students of theology, mission, or
child development as well as for those leading
ministries, churches, and organizations.

The book is an extension of Viva's larger
global mission. As an international charity,
Viva’s visian is for all children to be safe,
thriving, and leaming while living life to
the fullest. As an organization, they work to
coordinate and strengthen the response of
local churches and Christian ministries to
the issues facing vulnerable children. Viva
works with 45 partners across 28 countries,

including more than 5,000 local churches
and organizations that are serving over 1.2
million vulnerable children.

Patrick McDonald, Viva's founder, gave
the keynote address during the bock launch
event, citing the words of Jesus in Matthew
16:24. He said, “I pray that the publication
of this book marks an accelerating point for
a movement of those who seek to ‘forget
themselves’ to instead put service and
concern for children at the heart of their lives.
This is timely for all of us. . . . We can motivate
churches to build programs of outreach. We
can help vulnerable families to parent well.
We ¢tan form the networks of churches able to
take a seat at city hall. And we can endeavor
to have some sense of understanding of what
the collective challenge facing children is in
our communities—and then do something
about it.”

God’s Heart for Children is broken up into
eight chapters, each covering a core belief
regarding God’s original purpose and will
for children—created in dignity, placed in
families, cared for in community, advocated
by society, secured in hope, affirmed in
God’s church, included in God’s mission, and
engaged in creation care.

Lucy Hefford, Viva’'s theology and practice
researcher and coeditor of God’s Heart for
Children, also spoke at the book launch
celebration.

“My prayer is that this book will be a rich

Recommended Scripture:
Exodus 4:1-5:21 | Matthew 18:1-20 | Psalm 22:19-31 | Proverbs 5:15-21

Helen Berhane climbed broad stairs to the church building in Asmara, Eritrea, unsure of
what she’d say at the top. She only knew God wanted her to speak to the crowd relaxing on
the sunny steps. The words that came to Helen about Jesus Christ and his peace cost her two
years' imprisonment in appalling conditions, including being held in a shipping container.

Lord, thank you that believers like Helen listen to your Holy Spirit and faithfully proclaim the
words you give them. In every restricted nation and hostile area, speak te your people, and

give them courage to proclaim your truth. Amen.

More prayer prompts are available in The One Year Pray for the Persecuted Bible.
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and valuable resource in itself, but also a
rallying cry. We, the worldwide church, the
body of Christ, must do better at listening to
children and at having contextually relevant
theologies of children,” Hefford said.

Hefford is an educator with experience in
intercultural ministry and development. She
has an MTh from the University of Oxford, UK,
and is a PhD candidate at Fuller Theological
Seminary in California. She’s continuing to
use her research in theological perspectives
on issues relating to children at risk from
around the world to inform related practice
within Viva and beyond.

Hefford and Viva have been working with
other partner organizations to launch several
webinars based on the content found in God’s
Heart for Children. Collaborators include
All Nations Christian College, the Global
Children’s Forum, the Lausanne Movement,
and Langham Publishing. Like the book, the
goal of these webinars is to find additional
channels to engage, encourage, equip, and
network with those in ministry in a variety of
contexts globally.

The wehinars include interviews with
authors relevant to the featured chapter,
a case study of a local project connected
to the theme, a keynote message to help
put theory into practice, breakout rooms
for opportunities to discuss and network,
and a panel discussion for even deeper
engagement.

More than 1,000 copies of God’s Heart for
Children have been distributed to over 30
countries, including Australia, Brazil, Canada,
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Costa Rica, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Ethiopia, France, India, Indonesia,
Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia, Myanmar, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines,
Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Switzerland, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda,
the United Kingdom, the United States of
America, and Zambia, as well as Hong Kong.

McDonald concluded his keynote address
at the book launch party with a prayer and
a call to action. “My prayer is that we see
from this book a growing body of trained,
focused, and connected Christian workers
who know their business and pursue it with
competence, commitment, and deep-rooted
compassion. We must first and last pursue
God for all we are worth.”

Viva (viva.org) received a grant from
Tvndale House Foundation, a grantmaking
organization that partners with Christian
ministries around the world. To learn more,
visit tyndale.foundation.

Bangladesh: Fr
Traumatic Attack o

When Raissa was a teen, she was kidnapped
and raped by a group of Muslim men who
wanted to punish her father, a Christian
pastor. For years, Raissa felt trapped in her
home, unable to leave without being taunted,
threatened, and retraumatized by her
attackers, who had faced no consequences.
Raissa asked for help relocating to a larger
city where she could be free of her attackers
and pursue education and a career. Front-




Bangladesh: Freedoin after Tratmatic Attack, continued from p

line workers helped her secure an apartment
and begin her studies. They also connected
her to a ministry that helps women who
have been trafficked. She works part-time
on their administrative staff while receiving
therapy and support to aid her own healing.
Raissa’s family is joyful that she is finally
experiencing freedom. With VOM's help,
Raissa’s family was also able to drill a
well and build a fence around their home.

Praise God for Raissa’s freedam and pray
for her continued healing and restoration.

Mali: Christian Family
Pressured to Leave Village «

Kalifa and his family were all Muslims living
in a Muslim village. But then, Kalifa placed
his trust in Christ during an evangelistic
outreach in 2023, becoming the first Christian
in his village. When others in Kalifa’s Muslim
community learned about his newfound faith
in Christ, they began to persecute him and
his family with verbal insults and physical
attacks. As Kalifa and his family continue to
face opposition from their community, VOM
workers request prayer for strength and
endurance for them.

Pray for protection for Kalifa and his
family, as well as strength and endurance
as they face persecution from their
community.
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Mexico: Pastor Continues
Evangelism amid
Opposition »

Pastor Filadelfo, a farmer drug trafficker
who is now an evangelist, has been jailed
repeatedly for his gospel witness and was
kicked out of his village for refusing to
renounce Christ and return to the traditional
religious practices of the village. Because
of the prayers and support he has received
through VOM, Filadelfo is able to continue to
share the gospel in southern Mexico, praying
for the sick and providing Bibles to believers
who don’t have one. Recently, he prayed for
an elderly woman who was sick, and she
placed her trust in Jesus. He provided her with
discipleship materials to help her grow in her
walk with Christ.

Pray that many in Mexico will place their
trust in Christ through the bold and faithful
witness of Pastor Filadelfo and others like
him.
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